Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.062; wR factor = 0.142; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.6. The molecular structure of the title compound, [Al(CH 3 ) 2 -(C 22 H 26 NO)], displays a monomer with the Al III atom in a distorted tetrahedral environment defined by two methyl groups and the N and O atoms of the chelating ketiminate anion. The O-Al-N bite angle of the chelating ligand is 94.14 (9) . The O-C-C-C-N backbone of the ligand is nearly coplanar (r.m.s. deviation = 0.029 Å ) and the Al atom deviates significantly from the mean plane by 0.525 (3) Å . In the crystal, weak intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions are observed.
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Comment
The bidentate β-ketoiminate ligand, {[2,6-bis(1-methylethyl)phenyl]imino}pent-2-en-2-olate, is well known in the literature in transition-metal complexes (see Granum, et al., 2011, and references therein) while the phenyl derivative used in the title compound, {[2,6-bis(1-methylethyl)phenyl]imino}-1-phenylbut-1-en-1-olate, is only reported in the Cambridge Structural Database (Allen, 2002) for two Ni complexes (He et al., 2003; Li et al., 2005) and one Pd complex (Benito-Garagorri et al., 2005) .
The molecular structure of the title compound, C 24 H 32 AlNO, displays a monomer with the Al atom in a distorted tetrahedral environment defined by two methyl groups and the N and O atoms of the chelating ketiminate ligand. (Yu, et al., 2002) . The Al-O1, Al1-N1 (Table 1) , C1-C8, and C8-C9 bond lengths of 1.7853 (10), 1.947 (2), 1.360 (3) and1.417 (3) Å, respectively, are very similar to those in related aluminium compounds (Yu et al., 2002) . The biting angle of the ligand, O1-Al1-N1, is 94.14 (9)°. The backbone of the ligand, O1-C1-C8-C9-N1, is nearly coplanar (r.m.s. deviation = 0.029 Å) and the Al atom significantly deviates from the mean plane by 0.525 (3) Å. In the crystal structure, weak intermolecular C-H···O are observed (Table 2) .
Experimental
All the operations were carried out by using Schlenk techniques or in a drybox under dinitrogen atmosphere. The ketiminate ligand [PhC(O)CHCMeNHAr] (0.645 g, 2.00 mmol) was dissolved in 30 ml of toluene. To this solution, AlMe 3 (1.1 ml, 2.0 M in toluene, 2.2 mmol) was added dropwise at room temperature and the resulting solution was stirred for 3 h. After the removal of all volatiles, the residue was dissolved in hexane and stored at 0 °C for 12 h to afford colorless crystals (0.67 g, 90%), which were suitable for a X-ray diffraction analysis.
Refinement
All hydrogen positions were calculated after each cycle of refinement using a riding model, with C-H = 0.93Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) for aromatic H atoms, with C-H = 0.98Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) for methine H atoms, and with C -H = 0.96Å and U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C) for methyl H atoms. The molecular structure of the title compound with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
Computing details

(3-{[2,6-Bis(1-methylethyl)phenyl]imino-κN}-1-phenylbut-1-en-1-olato-κO](dimethyl)aluminium
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 )
x y z U iso */U eq Al1 0.72813 (6) 0.07289 (8) (4) 
